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Performance Notes 
 

• Accidentals carry through the measure, but never in a different octave. 
 

• All tempos in this piece have strict metric relationships marked in the score. 
 
 
Duration: 7 minutes, 45 seconds  
 
 
Program Notes 
 
This work was written for Hub New Music in cooperation with the Fine Arts Series at Illinois College for 
a concert in April of 2023. 

As I started Spring Rounds the war in Ukraine was raging. I was amazed and inspired by the bravery of 
the people of Ukraine to fight for their freedom, and I had to write something in response.  Rather than 
write a piece about the atrocities inflicted on the Ukrainians I wanted to write a piece about their hope for 
a better future and about the promise of Spring and renewed growth. This piece then operates in that 
tension between the horrors of war and the ability of the Ukrainians to continue to live and love in the 
face of tremendous adversity.  My musical solution was to base the work on the national anthem of 
Ukraine.  A musical symbol of strength, the anthem begins with the words “The glory of Ukraine has not 
yet perished, nor the will…” 

The piece then begins slowly – as if starting a circle dance – and motives drawn from the national anthem 
present light and airy gestures.  A faster section brings more ominous music with a running triplet motive 
and the introduction of a folk-like tune in 7/8 meter.  Soon a portion of the national anthem emerges and 
shines over a stormy musical landscape. After the return of lighter material, the 7/8 tune comes back in 
full force.  The central section ends with a passage of somber music, now set in minor, before returning to 
the lighter material.  The work then ends in triumph on a very bright major triad. 

 
About the Composer 
 
Timothy Kramer's works have been performed by major orchestras (Indianapolis, Detroit, San Antonio) 
and chamber ensembles (North/South Consonance, SOLI Ensemble, ONIX Ensemble, Detroit Chamber 
Winds, Luna Nova, Ensemble Mise-en).  He has received grants from the Guggenheim Foundation, the 
NEA, the MacDowell Colony, Meet the Composer, BMI, ASCAP, and the AGO, and commissions from 
the Midwest Clinic, the Utah Arts Festival, and the Detroit Chamber Winds, among others.  He was 
Composer-not-in-Residence with the San Francisco Choral Artists from 2019-2022.  Originally from 
Washington State, he went to Pacific Lutheran University (B.M.) and the University of Michigan (M.M., 
D.M.A.), and he was a Fulbright Scholar to Germany.  He taught at Trinity University in San Antonio for 
19 years, where he founded the Composers Alliance of San Antonio.  In 2010 he moved to Illinois 
College as Chair of Music and named the Edward Capps Professor of Humanities in 2013, and Professor 
Emeritus in 2020.  More information is at www.timothykramer.com. 
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