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Der Virtuos - piano and optional visuals, 1987

(timing: ca. 16700")

Der Virtuos is based on a series of caricatures by Wilhelm Busch.
Busch highlights and expands the different musical sentiments of a
Lisztian, virtuosic pianist. Although each drawing has §ts own
character and musical personality, there is also a j
which is independent from the visual accompaniment.

also be performed without slides.) This musical form.i ntrglled
by two principal ideas: a semi-tone wedge whic
expands to a tritone and a "fixed idea" of a i
"wedge" is first presented in a varied form i he

later surfaces in its kernel form as the sutflect o
diavolo’. The fixed tune is most prominentl¥\hea
of the adagio, but also appears as the cqunter=ws

t®he. The
duction and
the ‘fuge del
as the melody
t of the fuque.

The appearance of the fugue marks both tructural and dramatic
climax. The ensuing episodes develop 1 from the first half
of the piece and push the pianist to I c extremes.
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